OKAY, 
LET'S START 
THIS: THING OFF 
RIGHT=- WITHA 
STARTLING, MUCH 
REMEMBERED SAGA 
WHICH /S BOTH 
A CLASH OF 
TITANS-- AND 
A YULETIPE 
CLASS/C--4£ 


_ 


MARVEL-OUS MISTLETOE FROM: 
ROY, ROSS 


ANDRU 


THOMAS 
WRITER ARTIST 


M. ESPOSITO, INKER A ARTIE SIMEK,ZETTERER 


SAND, 
NOT A CREATURE /S 
ST/RRING - - 


FE icmias ; = 7 mi S. . : 
Y ~- SAVE THE POL 
AWO ALL LONG THE =| F , . BEAR aan ) 
° , a — we é 


GOTTA START 
THIS: STORY 
SOMEWHERE, 

DON'T WED 


BUT, I'VE GOTTA HAVE AHHH... THEY'RE / ACTUALLY, I SHOULON 
@READ, FOR MY LATE OFF AND RUNNING. MAKE FUN OF ‘EM. 7 
DATE ey GWENNY OFF, ANYHOW, THE ONE WHOSE 


eRe... STILL NOT SURE 
IF JAMESON REALLY WANTS 
PICS OF THAT CREW FOR 
HIS CHRISTMAS EVE EDITION... 


YOU MIGHT 
MSS 
SOMETHING -~ 


...d TENTACLE, 
INQEED, OF 


IT'S--A MAN 
AND~-I ANWOW 
WHO HE IS. 


RE 


ALRIGHT, FANCY- 
PANTS.,,. MAYBE 
NOBODY'S SEEV 


YOU FOR MONTHS... 


BUT THERE'S 
STILL A WARRANT 
OUT FOR YOUR 

ARREST, 


Le j 
IT’S LIABLE TO BE & 

LIVELIER THAN YOU 
WANT \T TO BE. 


THAT'S MY 
NAME, 
SISTER. 

| DON'T WEAR 


I JUST 
MEMBERED 


THERE BETTER BE. 
T WOULDN'T WANNA 
THINK YOU BLUE- 

BOYS HAD FERGOT 


INTO SOME- 
THING FAR 


WOULDN'T 
OREAM OF 
IT; PAL. 
NOW JUST 
HOLO STILL 


A 
MINUTE-- 


{ THE ‘CUFFS WENT- 
RIGHT THRU HIS 


ouICK, THAT WAY, 
WE'RE 


PLEASURE 
TEACHIN’ 


HE'S LIKE-- 
A ALIMAN 
SAND 
CASTLE, 


, ND: 
: Pe 
THEY ARE. 3 Me SPIDEY, 
DOs 4 ‘2. 


(ae s 
@ INSTEAD OF v8; 
A SAND CASTLE; 
HE COULD 
HAVE MADE 
HIMSELF A 
VIRTUAL 
BRICK WALL 
INSTEAD, 


TALK, COPPERS/ 
LAY (T ON Z 
ME AGAMN,,. 


. HOW YER 
GONNA 


SPICER = “Ea 
MAAARRGH 


“MAAARRGH"--} 
WAAN 


YER BABY- 
BLUES 
ARE FULLA 


«=-EXCEPT THAT Yyou'RE BEY. YOU ARE OUTTA TOUCH, 
‘WAY DOWN THE 2/S7 OF AREN'T YOU, BIG MAN? 
PEOPLE I DIG SPENDING 
CHRISTMAS EVE WITH/ THAT LITTLE PIECE OF 
NEWS SHOOK you UP’ 
SO MUCH--YOU LET 
YOURSELF GET ALL 
CAPTURED. 


SYUDOUP/ 

I AINT GOT 
TIME TO MESS 
- WITH YOU-- 

NOT WOW. 


LIKE TO KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE 
GONNA 20-- 


--AND--1 7iwkKI| | WOLD /T; PAL! 
KNOW--IUST WHO WE WANNA 
7ALK TO YOU-~/Lecitcatas 
BLAST! \- LITTLE THING/ age a 
HE MERGED Vp a Ae ; —_ 
WITH THE a 
REST OF THE 
BEACH- 
LEAVING ME 
NOTHING BUT 


EMPTY 
WEBBING. 
THAT DUDE'S 
DANGEROUS. 


Nw. 


BUT, IT'S GORGEOUS 


THOUGHT THAT BATE I MENTIONED GWENOOLYN I'LL BE 
WAS WITH THE SANDMAN. y. SQUIRING TONIGHT. 


/\NHAT‘S MORE, | 


AFTER ALL, \J WHAT'S 40 


SANDMAN ISN'T ¥) 
MY ENEMY. 
I JUST 
TACKLED HIM 
ONCE--AND 
THAT WAS A 
LOOONNNNG 
TIME AGO. 


7 FAR AS I'M \V 
| CONCERNED, \| 
HE'S 


SOMEBODY 
ELSE'S 
HEADACHE 


THRU THAT 
TA \ WINDOW 
WELL, WHAT \_ ' RIGHT ABOVE 
"VE GOT TO . L SHOULD BE 
DO SHOULDN'T A : } YOUR ACTUAL 
TAKE LONG. ‘ Fe \i y SANDMAN 
’ a a EXPERTS, 


--AND 

SOMEBODY'S 
GONNA 

AAY FOR IT-- 
NOW! 


JOHNNY 
STORM/ YOU 
FLAMIN’ 
FREAK-CUT!/ 
WHAT'S THE [7 
BIG IDEA OF 
SHOOTING 


AND, BEFORE you %..I'LL GIVE IT TO 
START ASKIN’ SUBTLE YOU STRAIGHT/ 
QUESTIONS ABOUT I'VE GOT G/RL 
WHY 7M NOT AT 
WAISPER H1LL 
WITH THE OTHERS... 


ry OF THE 
F CIVILIZED 


YOU AND 


IF ANYBODY SHOULD KNOW SANDy'S 
MO00US OPERANO!/ BY NOW, IT'S THE 


AF. FLYOU'VE TANGLED WITH HIM 
OFTEN ENOUGH. 


I 
RICHARDS WITH 
THESE COMPUTERS, 
BUT MAYBE 7HZ£¥Y 


BUT GET W/7H 
IT, CHUM. HE 
| couLD BE 
5] ANYWHERE FROM 
UA TERSEY 70 JAVA 
By now. 


MENTION 
NEW 
JERSEY. 


WHERE I FIRST 
“MET OL' BEACH- 


PROBLEMS, } \ 


THE REST | 


WELL, MAYBE 7A/S 
LITTLE TIOBIT WILL 
TAKE YOUR MIND 


OFF YOUR TROUBLES.’ 


JERSEY, 
EXACTLY. 


WHAT'S W/7H" Y 
YOU, TORCH > 
YOU'RE BEING , THE REST 


WHOA, FELLA, 
HE'S NOTMY 
RESPONSIBILIT™”. 


I JUST DROPPED 
BY TO CLUE You 
IN--AND LET OU 
TAKE IT FROM 
THERE, 


THE SANOMAN.? THEN 
WHAT'RE YOU DOING 
AERE,? WHY AREN'T 

you--? |. 


TOP OF THE GEORGE 
WASHINGTON BRIDGE- 
BUT HE WAS HEADIN' 

INTO THE CITY FROM 
’ THAT S/DE OF THE 
HUDSON RIVER,* 


* WAY BACK IN 
STRANGE 
TALES FUIS, 


-- STAN, 


se FIGURED ouT \. WEIRD. £ \ | OR--MAYBE 
og 5 oh pA pgens OS LATER HE e Ty y First RAN or sO. 
ieee apie | y MUST'VE CLUNG | INTO HIM WEIRD, 
Wee ie oc. TO THE UNDER= | l=) -NEAR THAT 
eee ee SIDE OFTHE (| Be\ BRIDGE, 
OL! G.W, . SS 700 
A POWERHOUSE , 
LIKE ME... | (tS 


"SO HE 
SEEMED TO 
JUST, 
VANISH! 


FAR BE IT FROM ME,Y JUST MOVE 


STORM, TO STOP You IT, HUH? I'VE 
FROM WALLOWING IN, GOT A DATE Fi 
SELF -PITM TONIGHT. J 


SWEAT IT, 
THOUGH. 
IT’LL GET 
US WHERE 
WE WANNA 
GO, 


BY THE way, \ 
IF ANY OF gE a WA y 
YULETID <} T 4 
GREENERY BELOW Hee y 
FILLS YOU WITH ! TUB TRT OF ial 
AN LINLIKELY URGE GRIOGE... “ HUNCH, ANYWAY. 
TO WISH ME BIG AS LIFE NI { 
MERRY AND TWICE © 


CHRISTMAS... AS 
7) N 
YOURSELF, CREWE. 
©] Over TO 
& THE 


VERSION f fe 
WITH SO I'M LEFT 
THEM, WITH L487 
: DECADE'S 
MODEL. 


YW ——__| IF SANDY WAS 
SOMETHING BESIDES f “SS HEADING 


A WATRACK, FLAME- | : TOWARD 
MANHATTAN TO 
LOOK FOR ME.,, 


COULD BE \ 
HE HAD A 
| MOEOUT 
OVER ON 
THE JERSEY 
SIDE OF THE | 
RIVER. | 


\ WA mit | 
...BUT, IT'S THE CLOSEST 
THING TO A LEAD 
WE'VE GO7, AND BESIDES.., 


WHAT 4&2 SE 
AM I DOIN’ 
TONIGHT, 
RIGHT.? 


YOU'RE &/GA7, 
IT SURE y IF ONLY 
LOOKS LIKE WE 
A MINOR- 
LEAGUE 
ROBBERY. 


I'M TIRED 
OF BEING 
ACCUSED OF 
FALSE 
ARREST. 


a 


AND, BY THE 
WAY THOSE 


vul'D SAY 
THEY'RE 
DEFINITELY 
NO 


IS TWAT ALLY VO/ILA-~AS 
THEY SAY. 


THAT'S. 
BOTHERING |} 
YOU, PAL > 


I'LL SWOOP 
DOWN REAL 
FAST, AND-- 


NOW DON'T 
YOU WORRY 
YOUR PRETTY 
| HEAC ABOUT 
ANY THING, 
CHUM. 


TORCHY, IF YOU EVER 
NEED A JOB ASA .- 


: FIREFLY, LOOK ME UP. 


YOU JUST 

TAKE THIS 
THING © 
DOWN, 

LIKE YOU 
SAID... 


 r--= CAN'T SEE NOTHIN’ 
WHO THE @LAZES--3 


ee I'LL GIVE 
ye YOU A HINT, 

=~ — PEOPLE. 

‘I'M NOT 

BUFFALO 


SPIDER-MAN! 
f Ae “4 


THE KEWPIE 
DOLL IS 
YOURS--NOT 
TO MENTION A eyo stitt ware 
FEW MONTHS THAT'S FOR, IT&E. 
IN VA/L, Ja THE 240¥ | GorcEous2/ WELLLLL... 
MB TO DECIDE. f THEY D/OW'T 
. GET-AWAY 


WITH ANY- 

THING.., 
AND IT /S 
| CHRISTMAS 


Se on 


HMMM,..MAYBE I 

SHOULD'VE WORN MY 

ZF. THREADS, AFTER 
ALL. 


IT’S MORE THAN SAY 7HANK : 

THEY DESERVE.,, | YOU TO THE | a. Y WEAVER.,.AND YOUR 

BUT YOU'RE THE NICE LADY, y FRIEND IN THE 
BOSS, GIRL CLYDE / = 4LYING BATHTLUE, 


TOO... 
MERRY CHRISTMAS, 


THOUGHT 
YOU WERE IN 
MOURNING, 
MATCH- 


THINK NOTHING 
OF |T, BROTHER... 
ANDMERRY 
CHRISTMAS, 


OKAY, SO ; y IT S7LL 3 LOOK, IF You! HUH? WHY THE 
THAT GAVE he DOESN'T GET . WANT ME TO 1 4LAMES, STORM? 
US BOTH A : US ANY CLOSER 3 
NICE WARM p TO FINDING 

FEELING THE SANOMAN, 

INSIDE. J 


TELL ME \_ 
SOMETHING \ ty 
1 2ON'7 


| A 7RUCK OUT \ THAT'S 
OF CONTROL ONE THING, 


-- SLIDING 


THIS HAD BETTER 
WORK / HE'S HEADING | 
TOWARD THAT ih 
PARKING CORVETTE 
UP AHEAD--/ 


BUT IF THAT 
‘VETTE HAD BEEN 
72 SPORTING A 
~ SPARE COAT OF 


FORGET IT! 


SHEESH,’ AND I 
THOUGHT Z HAD 
A BAD TEMPER,’ 


WHAT'S MORE, 
STORM, IF 
YOU LEAVE 


IT'S STARTING 
TO SNOW, THAT 7EARS 
ANYHOW. IT. HANG ONTO 
YOUR WEB- 
SHOOTER, 


OKAY--NOW NOT ON YOUR } 
YOU CAN GO 4£/FE, GLORY- 
BACK AND CRY GRABBER’ 


| YOU'RE ALL WHILE I-- 
CHOKED UP é 


JilST PUT 
ME DOWN ON 
THIS ROOF - : me 
LIKE AGOOD a's 3 
GONNA 
LITTLE MANIC- val Mele BE IN ON 


DEPRESSIVE. Ky HAVE IT \\ THE ALL. 
| 2 j Z YOUR OWN ; 


INTROSPECTION/ 
LOOKS LIKE THE 
MAN'S GOT 
EVERYTHING ALL 
SE7 UP FORME, 


{I SHOULDN'T 
REALLY BLAME 
THE TORCH FOR 

DOING THE 
SCROOGE BIT. 


IF I EVER LOST GWEN, 
'0 CRY “AUMBUG" WITH () 
C, THE LOUDEST OF 'EM/ 


5 --AN YOU CAN 
MAKE THAT 

AEAVY ON THE 
“DEATH'S 


SANDBOX LIKE} 
YOU INTOA |¥ 
MIRROR, 


M sPioER-MAN! 
LONG TIME 


SHORT-- 


7 


|.BUT THAT DON'T oy IT's gust Like Y 
MEAN I'VE FORGOT eee \. RIDIN'A B/IKE-- fA 
HOW TO HANDLE { = : sg 

A PUNK LIKE mt : 
) .. 
oO AS Ke 
| 
0k 
‘S)> 


| 
rie 


~ 


Sa 


oA 
C 


I iy mb WO 
® YDD) 

‘SEs 
NO 


Py. 


Dy_ ®, 

aye: 

Saper 
Ci 


®& 


eg 


HE'S BECOME 


--A LIVING 
SANDSTORM/ 


CAN'T EVEN 


( BREATHE. 
' > 


ONLY THING IS, 
IT'S TOO DARK, 
AND YER BOTH 
TOO WIPED-OUT 
TO WOTICE.., 


50 GROGGY-- Y 
I CAN BARELY 
RAISE My 


HAND 
THIS HAND, 


r{ sO 


YOu ARE, CREEP-- 
SO YOU ARE, 


O| 7HANKS, WEBHEAD. 


NOW, BEFORE WE'RE 
07H A COUPLE OF 
\ BASKET CASES... 


LET'S RUSH 
HIM~--WHILE 
f)| HE'S BACK IN 
HIS WORMAL 
STATE. 


‘CAUSE -YOU TWO 
CRUMB8- BUMS 
ARE ABOUT TO 

GO FER A LITTLE 


BUT, YOU 
MOONLIGHT 


JUST KEEP 
SWIM... ‘ YER CAIN 


UP, 
TORCHY... 


SANDY MAY 
TALK LIKEA 


ONLY OWE OF 
US CAN BREATHE 
wAT A TIME, 


SURE,! THAT'S IT/ 
HE WANTED MY 
FACE OUT OF 
WATER LONG 
4 ENOUGH TO ORY 
EP spipey's «. JUST ENOUGH... 
AG ALOT 
Z]> STRONGER 
‘ THAN TI AM. 


WHY'S HE 
STAYING 
100 WEAK 2 5, ( DOWN 50 
TO BREAK LONG, 
FREE. THE | § WHEN HE 


IF HE DOESN'T 7.50 THAT MY 
FIGURE IT . 


BODY HEAT 
PSCOULD START ¢ 
( IT@LAZING 


BURN, 
BABY,’ 
N 
IN 
Va 
ve 
a 
SS / 


COMPLAIN, 
HOT-HEAD, 


baia soon, Since THE ...T00 BAD THE ACTUALLY, 
KNOTTED ROPE WAS ATTACHED - SANDMAN'S "VE GOTA 
70 4 FRIENOLY DRAIN... WHEW?! REMIND STRONG 
, “ME TO LOOK YOU NOW. HUNCH HE 
FEEL DRY ENOUGH UP IE MY POP _ : 
\TO BURN US LOOSE UP TOASTER 
: EVER BREAKS 


Z\FROM THAT | 
WATER- 


REMEMBER ee ; \S ; I GOTTA 
WHAT HE /) > AOQMIT Wr... 

SAID AS HE F \\3 Vi I’M 
TOSSED US j x J I KS & \a ) s7uurec. | 


< 
By [ WHAT'S HE 
Ho! AFTER IN 


HEADS UP, SHAH, DON'T } ALL RIGHT, | { I'Lt BE IN 
BEACH-BOy. JI TALK SOL0U@, , YOU'VE GOT US | IN A SECOND, 
THIS 1S THE“ *_ WILLYA?  , BOTH 17’ OKAY, MOM. 
WAISPERING. °, OKAY... \ 
wow seit Wi + Keer r | 
t 
THE BIG | ae 


I'LL COME \ 
ALONG 
PEACEFUL- 
LIKE..INA¢ ff 
MINNIT, PB, 


AWRIGHT, ' SHE'S 020,., THE DOCS NEVER TOL HER I \ = YOU CAN'T 
SO NOW AN’ SHE'S WUZ A CROOK, DON'T SPOIL ! GO iN. 
YOU KNOW IT FOR ME 7TA'/S CHRISTMAS, sci WITHOUT & 


HUH? : , PRESENT, 


WELL..,.ALL / YOU GOT 
THINGS YOURSELF 
CONSIDERED...}\ A DEAL, 


BUT, IF YOU'RE HE SOUNDED 
NOT OUT OF é SINCERE. 
BUT, JUST IN 
: CASE... 
MINUTES, 
OKAY? 


’ REMINDED 
ME OF... (CO 
AUNT 


Hime) THEN I'LL 

} B4| WALTZ 
aie =BACK TA 

eg) JAIL LIKE 


MISS 
CRYSTAL. 


wwAND, AS YOU 

CAN PLAINLY 

SEE, SHE'S 
SOUNO 
ASLEEP. 


IT'S BEEN B/ I'LL JUST RUN 
I MORE THAN UPSTAIRS, 
ANY FIVE AND FETCH 


MINUTES! HIM--WHA--2 


un? LOOKS Yj 
LIKE--WE BOTH 
HAD O7HER 
THINGS ON 


WITH NOTHING BUT 

A FEW GRAINS OF 
| _SANO IN THE 
BATHROOM SINK. 


~ 


Z 


7 


\ 


D Bi “ 7 
> IS WAY 
Ss 7 


& OU7, ; 
By, YOUNG MAN. 


a Cae 
W) AMEN, BROTHER... AMEN! Sf 


Sa Gaal it 


YOUNG MAN / 
I DON'T KNOW 
WHO YOU ARE, 

OR WHO YOU'RE 

LOOKING 


DON'T TELL 


M ME. I CAN 


GUESS. 
OH WELL,, 


y HE GAVE US 


A BREAK, IN |i 

HONOR OF ff 

CHRISTMAS fF 
EVE... 


AND THAT'S 

WHAT IT'S 

ALL ABOUT... 
RIGHT? 


